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• Substantial increase in acreage planted to GM crops driven by 
recognition of significant benefits.

• Extensive pipeline of traits under development.

• New countries, new crops.

• Applications in food, feed, bioenergy and bioindustry
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• There was a discussion on the role and mandates between the 
European Commission and the Member States.

• Examples from Belgium and Germany highlighted the framework 
and then examples from Australia, Japan, Brazil and North America 
provided contrast .

• Discussion on the interaction of the various stakeholder was 
evidence for more in depth analysis and co-ordination
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• Coexistence practices differ between countries. The coexistence practices 

observed depend on the property rights regime.

• In general, coexistence policies can be divided into ex ante regulations and ex post 
liability rules farmers' have to comply with resulting in responses by farmers' 

depending on the specific policies.

• The coexistence policies in the EU are dominated by ex ante minimum distance 
requirements for transgenic crops growing farmers discriminating against smaller 
farms. If minimum distance requirements are combined with flexible adjustment 

possibilities at farm level farm size will be less relevant for adoption.



• In Canada and the United States the "property right" is with the transgenic crop 

growing farmer and coexistence policy is dominated by ex post liability.

• Challenges for countries intending to introduce transgenic crops include 
choosing the appropriate property rights regime as well as the degree of flexibility 
of specific coexistence policies.

• International trade may also be an important issue to consider.
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•The more potential risks of GM farming, whether substantiated or not, dominate the 
public debate, the more likely legislators will respond to inherent calls for preventive 

and/or remedial measures.
• The latter are quite diverse in a comparative overview and ultimately reflect which 

interests a jurisdiction deems more worthy of protection, those of potential victims 
or those of the ones who implement novel technologies.
• Existing differences not only apply to GM farming, though. However, redress 

options cannot serve the function of prevention as well as ex ante regulations of 
desirable conduct, which can be formulated either by the state or by the 

stakeholders themselves.
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• Effective coexistence is one measure to assure the production and processing of 
abundant supplies of safe and nutritious foods on a sustainable basis.
• To enable effective commercial coexistence, there must be a recognition that this is 

a dynamic, evolving and complex marketplace involving diverse agricultural 
systems.

• Key features enabling coexistence include:
- The development and availability of identity-preservation (IdP) systems and test 

methods to meet market-based thresholds for adventitious presence that are 

appropriate to specific applications and needs
- The willingness of customers and retail consumers to pay a premium for 

differentiated food products
- Commercial agreements (contracts) based on clear, verifiable and achievable 

specifications with limited government mandate
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• Phillip Glyde provided a presentation focussing on the premiums in the 

market for non-GM.

• Offered evidence of cases where there are and cases where there are not 
premiums for non-GM. Soy and maize as examples of former and canola 
and cotton as examples of the latter.

• Needs to be better understanding of the parsing of the premiums.



• Julian Alston summarized the benefits of GM for farmers using soy as key 
example.

• Need for better methodologies for determining benefits post-farm.

• Stuart Smyth – The increasing number of events for approval requires 
tremendous increase in regulatory capacity in all jurisdictions.
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• Asynchronous approvals

• Market based thresholds

• Law level presence – particularly important issue for wheat and therefore Australia
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• Event pipeline

• Liability

• Product stewardship

• Testing methods/reference materials
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